Assisted ventilation in severe childhood asthma.
Our experience of assisted ventilation in severe childhood asthma over a three year period is reviewed. One per cent of children with an acute attack of asthma required ventilatory support during this time. There were no deaths and no long term sequelae resulting from assisted ventilation. The number of children requiring this type of management however, provides further evidence to support the thesis that asthma is not only common but severe in New Zealand.